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: The Giving Heart

@ The Giving Heart is where chil-

@ dren and families can have basic

¥ needs met during difficult times.

®Frounded by one
own, and supported by staff and
families.
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What is preschool?

At the recent Preschool Fair | was asked many times, (and here at
0Should | be ng

Traditionally, preschool programs were designed for stay at home moms to

Ebenezer) |l ooki for
give their child a head start on Kindergarten, which is why the programs

were only 2 -3 hours long. Hence the term Pre & School, before school. With
the advent of both parents working, and the extended family not readily

available as it was in the past, families had to find reliable full time care for
the\i}i (ﬁilﬁi{e@

b eEbemezeriClnildcate prayides many options for families, but all of

~

D
Athenh ifIdde eliud¥tBnal activities for your child. A program labeled

opreschool 6 is not necessarily bett

e'ﬁt Aafhe? \X/eaoffersca G‘arlt tiﬁ1éj2 or 3 days per week program, called Play

N6 Learn, but mo st of our families
aswell hai Tea
Bar Nestl e

Children at Ebenezer are learning no matter what the task is!
Washm? hands is an educational activity, they are learning through their

gepses ?b?ut th&pro%erge%o{wger and soap, about germs, and about self -

care. The infants Iearnlall day long, absorbing their environment, learning
yrng rly. .

§ONgSs: Ianqjjalgets, socflagzatlon and communication. Even the smallest of

sfane will interdctfwith other infants because they are learning this be-

havior here at Ebenezer.

Our 3K and 4K programs are play based, but what looks like play
ng t he chi

the post office is set up, the children are learning what a letter is, how to

to an adul t i s | earni for

write a letter, address an envelope, and to mail that envelope. They learn
skill by t he |
big actvitiesrs@ the learning is integrated, the children do not just sit and

soci al s odeliveringo
write on a worksheet, they learn organically how to write their names, by

practice and through play, not just by rote learning.

Children are only children for a short time, and while we want
thenh to haye all the advantages they can have before they enter formal ed-
ucation, we need to remember that this period of their lives cannot be du-
plicated or done over. Collaborating with parents, we can educate children,

and ensure they have a happy and joyful childhood.

Lisa Lenyard
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